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Some History
of

Meinert Field



The Diamond Anniversary of a Baseball Diamond

1939 - 2014
It was the mid-summer baseball showdown between the Central Missouri Ban 

Johnson All-Stars and the first half-season pennant winners, the Moberly Miners.

It was the bottom of the ninth and the Miners trailed 1 run to 5. Fans had already 

started to leave the park as the game appeared to be over, but the Miners still had their 

time at bat.

Two runs were scored, two outs were given up and two runners were on base when 

William, a native of Moberly, came to bat. The Miners were still two runs down and as 

there was only one out left, he was the last chance for his team to win this game.

William took his stance and prepared himself to square off against the All-Star 

pitcher. The first pitch came and William took a swing. Wood hit the leathered cork with 

a thunderous crack and the ball took flight. It split the air directly over the field and 

slammed against the scoreboard in left centerfield. The crowd went wild. The umpires 

ruled it a homerun and William let the bat slide from his hand and trotted around the 

bases bringing in three more runs and the win to the Moberly Miners.

The William that made the game-winning hit in 1954 was Bill Reid, a prominent local 

businessman who recently passed away.

Nail biting baseball games of the Central Missouri Ban Johnson Baseball League 

were not uncommon. Fans turned out in droves for the games and baseball was 

definitely Moberly’s pastime.

The early Ban Johnson League was made up of amateur players 21 years old or 

younger. It was as close to professional baseball one could get without crossing the line. 

Several of the Ban Johnson players went on to the major and minor leagues.

In February of 1939, the Ban Johnson 

Committee looked to expand into Moberly, 

but the town did not have a baseball park 

that was up to the requirements. Several 

locations were bantered back and forth, but 

soon a site on the NW side of Rothwell Park 

was selected in April.

Next came the problem of financing. It 

was the time of the Great Depression and 

local public resources were few and far 

between. It was decided to apply for a NYA 

program to construct the field. (See “Civilian 

Conservation Corps” article for information 

in regard to the several Federal governmental 

work relief programs in the area.)

The City Council voted to pay $583 

(about $12,500 today) to purchase the 

materials for the fence and grandstand. The 

Ban Johnson League would repay the city 

after it was put up. The NYA provided the 

labor. 

Construction was immediately started 

and the first baseball field in Rothwell Park 

was built. Moberly’s ‘Ban Johnson Nine’ 

played their first game on May 14, 1939 

……..



when they beat Fulton by 26 to 8. Lights were added to the ballpark during the summer 

and night games were soon on the schedule.

Ban Johnson baseball was played for a couple of years until WW2 when local 

baseball took a backseat to the war effort. In 1946, the league was reorganized and 

………

Corky 

Scheiner

talented Moberly boys could again play 

baseball. One of those signing up was 

pitcher Arthur ‘Corky’ Scheiner. The 

southpaw did the town and team proud 

with his winning ways on the mound.

It was 1949 and the Central Missouri 

Ban Johnson League Championship 

game was on the line: the Moberly Miners 

against the Sedalia Chiefs. Corky was the 

hurler for the Miners and it became a 

pitcher’s duel. At the bottom of the ninth, 

the score was 0 to 0 and the game went 

into extra innings. The Miners scored one 

run in the top of the tenth and the Chiefs 

came to bat. Corky faced the intrepid 

opponents but he was determined to put 

an end to the battle. It took him just 5 

pitches to retire the side and win the first 

Central Missouri Ban Johnson 

Championship for the Moberly Miners.

Many local boys belonged to the Ban 

Johnson League over the years, all whom 

have their own memorable story.
For the first couple of decades, the Rothwell Park ball field had no official name, 

although it was generally known as Ban Johnson Park. That would change in the 1960’s.

Harry Meinert was the vice-president of Triangle Supply Co. and an avid baseball 

fan. On May 30, 1965 he attended a Ban Johnson baseball game in which his son was a 

player. He didn’t feel well and left the game early. He arrived at his house just minutes 

before he died.

On June 30, 1967, the ballpark was officially renamed. Rothwell Park board 

president, James Lowell read the official resolution that proclaimed the field would be 

hereafter known as ‘Harry Meinert Field’ in honor of the long-time baseball enthusiast. 

(‘Cotton’ Fitzsimmons, renowned Greyhound basketball coach, threw out the first ball.)

The Ban Johnson franchise was taken over by Huntsville in 1973 although many 

Moberly players were on the team. Initial games were played on Meinert Field, but soon 

they were played at Westran High School in Huntsville. 

Many changes to Meinert Field have occurred over the years, but May 14, 2014 

marked the 75th anniversary of this historic Moberly ballpark.

And that is the story of The Diamond Anniversary Of A Baseball Diamond.

---------------------



Ban Johnson Field Renamed to Meinert Field





1966 MOBERLY CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION IN 

ROTHWELL PARK

Pageant Festivities at the Ban Johnson Field (renamed to Meinert Field in 1967)

1966 MODOT Image



Images of Meinert Field (Ban Johnson) in 2014

(The Diamond Anniversary)
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